
Provided by Wendish Research Exchange, www.wendishresearch.org 

Letter from Germany. Giddings Deutsches Volksblatt, 1 Mar 1923. Image 011600030. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Letter from Germany 

--- 

 

  Post 111 near Schleife, 

  Much has changed as regards the 

inflation since my last letter. The dollar 

has climbed to 45,000 paper marks. The 

French have occupied the Ruhr district 

which has caused the inflation to increase 

still further. In Giddings you can have 10-

12 pounds of sugar for 1 dollar and here 

it’s 300 marks per pound. At one dollar 

valuation, 70 pounds of sugar would be 

bought for 22,000. It was better during war 

times as now, since the damned Versailles 

Peace Treaty. We still haven’t had any 

fierce winter but that is good. Coal is 

expensive and firewood costs 600 marks 

per meter. I can remember being employed 

by Andreas Kieschnick when we cleared 

land in Paige on Bluff Creek and carried 

nice wood of good size to the Bluff Creek 

to have it floated off at high water so that it 

would be out of the way. Also, where the 

small shoemaker Henike met with an 

accident as he was attempting to move 

wood aside with a yoke of oxen and then 

died of his wounds. In Texas, you can get 

a carload of firewood without cost, 

weather you own land or not. Here, in the 

large cities, the firewood is sold on credit. 

The Giddings Volksblatt is read here by a 

lot of people.  
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I’ve met with a number of them who have 

relatives in Texas who send it to them. I 

received a letter from Gerhard Biar of 

Thorndale a few days ago and have 

answered back. Mr. Mudia from Belaw 

came to me on a Sunday and wanted to 

know how land was cultivated in America, 

among other things. I advised him as well 

as I could. It is best if you go to Texas and 

see for yourself. There is nothing special to 

report from here, except, many are ill with 

the flu and many have died. These are 

blessed because the dead don’t freeze at 

the paws; and even coal mine disasters 

strike with frequency, as in Benten where 

hundreds of people lost their lives. This 

came from a section out of a newspaper, 

for reprint. With greetings to all readers of 

the Volksblatt, I remain      

        Hantschko  

 

Translated by John Buerfeind  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wendishresearch.org/

